
 Delegates General Service Conference report November 2, 2019  

Fall Assembly 
 

Hello Ladies and gentlemen, it is my Honor to serve you as 

the Area 86 western Ontario Panel 68 Delegate. I am a member 

of the Thursday night group in Milton Ontario, I am an Alcoholic 

and my Name is Dale S. 

Before I get into the conference report, I received a call from 

Jan L. this week asking me to forward her regrets for not being 

able to be with us here this weekend. Jan is in New York at the 

board weekend. 

I would also like to take this opportunity to wish everyone 

well who will be letting their name stand tomorrow. And to 

Thank everyone who has let their name stand at the district or 

group level, we need you all to continue working together 

carrying the message that saved our lives. 

I would like to thank every member I was privileged to serve 

with, Area officers, subcommittee chairs, past Delegates, DCM’s 

GSR’s every district, every group, for allowing me to serve 

Alcoholics Anonymous in area 86 for the all these years. Thank 

you for including me in your service days, group anniversaries, 

roundups, conventions. It is a big part of my life and my sobriety; 

we will forever be grateful for your love and support. It has been 

wonderful sharing time with you all, we loved every minute and 

the food. I look forward to slowing down a bit. I know my wife is 

too.  THANK YOU All. 

The 69th General Service Conference was held at the Crown 

Plaza Times square Manhattan New York City, from May 18 until 

May 25, 2019. We arrived at LaGuardia airport just after 9am on 



Wednesday May 15, 2019. I went a few days early to see some of 

New York City prior to the conference starting and we did. We 

spent Wednesday, Thursday and Friday taking in the sights and 

shows of New York. Including Rockefeller center, 911 museum 

and times square and much more. 

We met with area 83 delegate Rob M. and his wife Kathy on 

Friday and headed over to GSO for a short visit and the 11am AA 

meeting. After visiting some of the Staff we proceeded to the 

elevator to go down to the room where the meeting was being 

held and ran into Julio E. When we exited the elevator, Julio took 

me to the side and asked if I would be the speaker for the 

meeting. After thinking for about one second, I agreed. I shared 

for about 20 minutes then opened it up to the floor and invited 

anyone who wishes to come up and relate for a couple minutes 

each. Awesome morning so far. After the meeting back to seeing 

the sights of New York. Ending at Juniors for cheesecake then the 

theater for “Come from Away”  

Saturday morning, I was invited to join the Pacific region 

Delegates for a trip around the Island on a cruise ship.  

Returning in time for the meet and greet with the 

conference members from 1 to 3pm I have to say this was a 

complete different experience that last year where I was full of 

fear not wanting to be in that room to could not wait to get this 

started this year. 

Then from 3 to 4:15pm the 1728 meeting where we had two 

presentations the first Clement C. on Tradition 12 and Kathi F on 

warranty 6. 



The Remote Communities meeting was next from 4:30 to 

6pm. We heard from six speakers on what their area is doing to 

break down barriers with the underserved communities locally. 

After dinner we had our first Delegates only meeting the 

where some of the 68’s delegates shared their experience of 

being a first-year delegate with the new 69’s. It was great being 

able to encourage the new delegates and have a few laughs. 

Sunday morning up early to get a tea and muffin before 

heading to the lobby to meet up with delegate buddy Curt, to 

show him around a bit and try to keep him a bit calm before we 

get our conference kits and start the conference. At 10:30 

Michele Grinberg officially opened the conference with a 

welcoming from her the Delegate from Wester Michigan Rick P. 

gave the opening reading. Greg T. conducted the roll call. I can 

still feel the hair on the back of my neck standing up when I 

heard my name called. The delegate chair Anthony F. gave his 

greetings to the conference. Yolanda F. Southwest regional 

Trustee was to give the keynote address but got held up in 

transit and couldn’t get there in time. (Yolanda did give the 

address Monday after lunch). Greg T and Patrick C. reviewed the 

agenda and went over the mechanics of the conference. 

lunch with the Eastern Canada region Delegates along with 

Jan L. Our Eastern Canada Trustee. Jan gave us more information 

on how the week would unfold and talked about the agenda for 

our next meeting on Wednesday. 

Returning to the main ballroom after lunch for two regions 

northeast and southeast delegates gave their area highlights. 

Followed by Presentations by Newton P. on the 1969 project and 



Scott H. On the world service meeting held in Durban South 

Africa. 

The report and charter committee met for our first of three 

sessions of three hours. Reviewing our agenda 3 items. Much of 

this meeting was reviewing the report from work group assigned 

to come up with a plan for a total revamp of the service manual. 

After bringing in the chair of this committee Ames. We discussed 

ideas including colored tabs, rearranging content to flow better 

more user friendly amongst other things. 

At 6:30 the doors opened for the opening banquet and AA 

meeting chaired Roxane R. chair of the agenda committee. She 

had 5 leads Jay B. Puerto Rico, Alicia H. Northwest Texas, 

Deborah K. A.A.W.S. Director, Mark E. Regional Trustee, Sandra 

W. G.S.O. Staff. Great meeting five wonderful shares one 

message. Great food great fellowship fantastic night.  

Monday morning, I had agreed to meet past trustee Jo-Anne 

L for breakfast, so I missed the 7:30am serenity meeting. Second 

committee meeting continued discussion on service manual 

report and agreed to send all suggestions to the publishing dept. 

Started reviewing the Directories again calling on someone from 

publishing to clarify some things for us. 

After lunch reconvened the conference in the ballroom for 

area highlights from Pacific region, West Central region and 

Western Canada region. Followed by General Service Boards 

Treasurer David Morris’s financial report. All 140 slides very 

thorough. Highlights are  

 7
th
 Tradition of Self-Support – $8.4 million, almost equal to 2017 

record  



 Cost of Services Provided to Fellowship – $11.4 million, up 11.8% 
from 2017 

 Shortfall between 7
th
 Tradition of Self-Support and Cost of Services 

Provided to the Fellowship – $3.0 million 

 AAWS publishing profits – $3.4 million, down 4%, used to cover 

shortfall between 7
th
 Tradition and Cost of Services, resulting in net 

GSO profit – $0.4 million 

 Grapevine subscription levels declined in 2018.  GV would have 
essentially broken even, if not for severance payments  

 General Fund support of La Viña service activity – $148 thousand 

 

 

The Grapevine report summary was given by Cate W. AA Grapevine 
board chair. The chair reported a little of the history of the grape vine, the 
purpose and what were the accomplishments over the last year. 

We then heard from the Chair of the General Service Board Michele 
Grinberg. We were reminded of our roll at the general service conference 
and that we were all there for Alcoholics Anonymous.  

“THE CONFERENCE WILL. ALSO BE THE VEHICLE BY WHICH 
THE A.A. MOVEMENT CAN EXPRESS ITS VIEW UPON ALL MATTERS 
OF VITAL A.A. POLICY AND ALL HAZARDOUS DEVIATIONS FROM 
A.A. TRADITION.” 

LET US … ACCORD EACH OTHER THE RESPECT AND LOVE 
THAT IS DUE TO EVERY HUMAN BEING AS HE TRIES TO MAKE HIS 
WAY TOWARD THE LIGHT. LET US ALWAYS TRY TO BE INCLUSIVE 
RATHER THAN EXCLUSIVE. 

 David N. chair A.A.W.S. Board closed off the night with the boards 
report. He talked about all the projects A.A.W.S. has completed and are 
ongoing, he talked about the employees and their work loads.  



The Night ended with a walk over the Brooklyn Bridge along with 21 
others including our tour guide Scott H. 

Tuesday morning back to work on the Report and Charter committee 
we finish our items. No recommendations from our committee all three 
items sent back to publishing. We reviewed the final conference report 
starting the second week in June. We received them the Monday after 
the August ACM. Thank you to everyone who helped me deliver them to 
each district. 

After lunch more area highlights from Eastern Canada, East Central 
and Southwest regions.  

Patrick C. explained how the workshops were going to work. We were 
told all week to bring big bold ideas for the workshops. We then split up 
into two groups in different rooms. Our room wash chaired by Beau B. he 
further explained to us that we are write done on our paper an idea for a 
topic of discussion. Then we would walk around passing the papers off to 
one another with music playing. When the music stopped whatever topic 
was in our hand, we would rate from 1 to 5, 5 being top marks for interest 
in discussing. We had five round so the highest score could be is 25. The 
six topics with the highest score were wrote on large sheets of paper. 
Everyone went around to each discussion topic and gave their thoughts 
which were written down. After the workshop was over all the sheets of 
paper were post at the back of the ballroom for all to see. 
After the break back into the main ball room for a presentation on 
Equitable Workload Distribution by Cathy B. Cathy gave a bit of history of 
the conference committee system, how we got here and where we are 
now. The conference asked the trustees to look at some way to ease the 
load of some committees by passing on some agenda items to 
committees with lighter loads.  
 The second Delegates only meeting was a dinner, the main item on 
the agenda was to elect a delegate chair and alternate for the 70th GSC, 
which we did. Each region selects one candidate. The Eastern Canada 



regions delegates decided to put all eligible names in a hat and someone 
to pull a name, our regions candidate was the Delegate from area 89 
Northeast Quebec Alain G.. Alain’s name went in the hat with the seven 
other panel 69 delegates. The first name out is the chair and it was Ray 
M. from Saskatchewan area 91 the second Name out is the Altchair and 
it was Alain. After the meeting we were off to Ellen’s Stardust diner for ice 
cream with Jan L, Scott H and three other regions to celebrate woohoo.  
 Wednesday Morning, we took the subway to GSO for a tour and 
some R&R before we get into the committee reports. Upon returning to 
the hotel we met with the Eastern Canada Region for lunch. Our meeting 
started by electing two candidates for Trustee at Large Canada, after the 
second ballot where you must have 20 percent of the vote to remain, we 
had two candidates left. Joyce S. from area 83 eastern Ontario along 
with Robert L. from area 87 southwest Quebec. We had a report from 
Eric P. from area 90 regarding Canadian Easter Region Alcoholics 
Anonymous Service Assembly. We then discussed the next CERAASA. I 
have been meeting the Delegates and alternates together for Zoom 
meetings to revise the CERAASA guidelines, we have had two meetings 
and a third scheduled for later this month.  
 Returning to the conference we had three elections, first up was 
Northeast region Trustee, then Canada at Large finishing with Southwest 
region. Our New Trustee at Large Canada id Patricia L. from area 79 
BC/Yukon. 
 Next, we are into the committee reports for discussion and voting on 
any of the recommendations brought to the conference from each 
committee.  

1. Report and Charter; we did not have any recommendations 
everything was forwarded to the publishing department. 

2. Corrections; The committee recommended that the scope 

of the Conference Committee on Corrections which currently 



reads: “The purpose of the committee will be to encourage A.A. 

members to assume responsibility to carry the message to 

alcoholics who cannot, of their own free will, seek A.A. help. 

Be revised to: 

The purpose of the committee will be to encourage A.A, 

members to assume responsibility to carry the message to 

alcoholics who cannot seek A.A. help outside the walls. 

Passed 

 At dinner the Archives committee met with the Trustees 

committee.  

After dinner we were back at the Committee reports 

finishing Corrections and Starting Public Information at 8:30 we 

stopped for a general sharing session until 9:25, I was asked to 

read the Forward to the Third edition as the closing reading 

followed by the Serenity Prayer. 

Thursday morning, we were into the PI committee 

recommendations, which lasted most of the Day.  

Lunch I met with the Archives committee to go over our 

Agenda items completed in time and back to the main ballroom. 

3. Public Information: The recommended that the “Policy on 

Actors Portraying A.A. members or Potential A.A. 

members in Video Produced by the General Service Board 

or its Affiliates be reaffirmed. Passed 

 

 Also providing a little comic relief to the week-long proceedings was 
a performance by the 475 Riverside Players, a rag-tag thespian 



ensemble (comprised of G.S.O. and La Viña staff), who provided a 
homegrown production of “Dorothy Goes to the International 
Convention,” based on the all-time classic, “The Wizard of Oz.” 

                       
4. Policy/Admissions: The 71st General Service Conference will 

take place from April 18-24, 2021 in Brooklyn, New York and the 72nd 
General Service Conference will take place from April 24-30, 2022 in 
Brooklyn, New York.  

 5. Agenda: The Committee recommended that the theme for the 
2020 General Service Conference be: “2020: A Clear Vision for You.” 

Passed 

 6. Finance ; The committee recommended that the level of $5,000. 
individual bequests to the General Service Board be raised to $10.000. 

Passed 

 7. CPC; Consider request to remove text "They may help arrange 
hospitalization" from the pamphlet “Alcoholics Anonymous in Your 
Community.”  
Passed 

Friday morning last day, we are in the home stretch with a lot to get 
through, with little time to do it. The Grapevine presentations scheduled 
were shorten so we could continue with committee reports. 
 

8. Treatment & Accessibilities; The committee recommended that 
Ashley’s story (an A.A. member who is deaf) to the pamphlet “Access to 
A.A.: Members Share on Overcoming Barriers” and that the video 
version of the pamphlet be updated to reflect this change. 
Passed   124-0   



 This was a bit trying we were given the opportunity to hear and read 

Ashley’s story. Many members were not in favor of this action. Until I 

spoke about my family’s live with A deaf son and daughter in-law, and the 

communication between us. Explaining at time it was hard to understand 

the writing of a deaf person. They write different than most of us which 

creates misunderstandings from time to time. I asked who we were 

adding this story for them or us. 

9. Grapevine; The committee considered a request to remove the 

Alcoholism at Large section from AA Grapevine and took No action. 

10. Literature; The Committee recommended that a draft Fifth 
Edition of the book Alcoholics Anonymous be developed and a report be 
brought to the 2020 Conference Literature Committee, keeping in mind 
that the 1995 Advisory Action that: The First 164 pages of the Book 
Alcoholics Anonymous, the Preface, the Forwards, The Doctors Opinion, 
Dr. Bob’s Nightmare and the Appendices remain as is.  

Defeated 

11. Trustees; The committee recommended the following slate of 
trustees of the General Service Board for election at the annual meetings 
of the members of the General Service Board in May 2019 following 
presentation at the 2019 General Services Conference for disapproval if 
any:  

Class A Trustees                      Class B Trustees  
Leslie S. Backus, B.A.     Thomas A.  
Hon. Christine Carpenter    Cathy B.  
Michele Grinberg, J.D.     Carole B.  
Sister Judith Ann Karam ,CSA,FACHE  Beau B. 
Peter Luongo, Ph.D., LCSW-C    James D.  

Nancy McCarthy       Mark E.   



Al J Mooney, M.D., FAAFP, FASAM   Kathi F. 
        Francis G. 
        Patricia L.  
        Jan L.  
        David N. 
        Newton P. 
         Ginger R.  
  APPROVED    Cate W. 
 

12. Inter/Conv/Regional Forums; The Committee recommended that 
an anonymity protected photograph of the flag ceremony to be taken at 
the 2020 International Convention. 

Passed 
13. Archives; The Committee recommended that the 1940’s home 

movie of the co-founders and their wives be added to the Archives video 
“Markings on the Journey.” at an estimated cost of $5000. 

Floor Actions:  

#1:It Was recommended that: A draft Fourth edition of the Spanish Big 
Book Alcohólicos Anónimos be developed and a progress report be 
brought to the 2020 General Service Conference. (Motion to Recommit 
to Trustee’s committee) Passed 

#2: It was recommended that: Production of the Language of the Heart in 
Spanish as an audio book be prioritized by AA Grapevine Inc. and a 

timeline for production be reported at the 70
th
 General Service 

Conference.      Defeated 

#3: It was recommended that: The pamphlet “The God Word” be added 
as one of the pamphlets used in the Corrections service for possible 
publication without staples.   (Declined to hear) 



#4: It was recommended that: The pamphlet “A.A. for the Black and 
African-Americans Alcoholic” be updated and a progress report and/or a 
draft be presented to the Conference Committee on Literature at the 
2020 GSC.      (Motion to recommit to Trustee’s committee) Passed 

#5: It was recommended that: In order to illustrate the importance of the 
committee recommendations that achieve simple majority but not 
substantial unanimity (i.e., a vote of two thirds) that such “simple majority 
suggestion” be prominently included in the Final Report.  Defeated 

#6: It was recommended that: The “Alcoholism at Large” section be (grey 
pages)removed from the AA Grapevine.      (Declined to Hear.) 

#7: It was recommended that: That the “A.A.W.S. Policy on Publications 
of Literature: Updating Pamphlets and other A.A. Material be 
recommitted to the Trustee’s Literature Committee with an updated 

policy to be brought back to the 70
th
 General Service Conference.     

Passed 

After the floor actions we were done Michele Grinberg Thanked 
everyone for a job well done. The only thing left to do was the panel 68’s 
say goodbye to the conference. Very emotional time, we laughed, we 
cried some wrote poems, read prepared statements, shared from the 
heart in many ways but we all said the same thing, we talked about 
gratitude, love and service.  

Saturday morning, the five rotating trustees gave their farewell talks 
to the conference. Each sharing for about twelve minutes each. Thanking 
their respective family’s and loved ones. Scott, Yoli, Rich, David and 
Yvan will be missed by the conference everyone as unique as the next it 
has been an honor serving with each of them. 



 I Would spend the rest of the day in New York before 

heading home on Sunday. This experience was much different 

than last year. It’s hard to explain I wish all of you the 

opportunity to get to the conference. I know I will be a better 

man for being on this journey. Thank you for allowing me to 

serve alcoholics Anonymous. Thank you for my Sobriety 

 

Yours in Love & Service  

Dale S. 

Area 86 Western Ontario 

Panel 68 Delegate 

Report and Charter 

Archives 
 

 


