
 

WESTERN ONTARIO GENERAL SERVICE 

AREA 86 PANEL66 

FALL ASSEMBLY, KITCHENER 

NOVEMBER 3-5, 2017 

 
Hi Ladies and Gentlemen: 

 

I’m an alcoholic member of the Sunday Nighters for Uptighters Group in Barrie and I currently 

have the honour and privilege of serving as Area 86 Western Ontario Panel 66 Delegate and my 

name is Fredy M. 

 

At the ACM on May 13, 2017 in Guelph ON, I presented a written report regarding the 67th 

General Service Conference that I attended on April 23-29 of this year. The report is in a 

newsletter type which I hope every GSR has received and shared it with your group members. 

I’ll read a few highlights from it today. 

 

I want to thank all the round up committees that invited the area delegate to participate at their 

events. I couldn’t attend a few of those events during my 2 years, but either the Alternate 

Delegate or an Area Officer did attend on behalf of the Area. Thanks to my fellow area officers 

for all the help you provided to me on the performance of the delegate duties. 

 

When making my first report, after my first Conference last year, at the round up in Burlington, I 

stared reporting on the Conference in a way described in the Service Manual (S53)…. “What I 

Saw and Heard and Felt” and I continued reporting that way during this 2 years. I felt that since 

you already had the written report I should share with you the experience I had had as your 

Delegate at the Conference. 

 

 During those events I also had the opportunity to talk to members that are not currently involved 

in service at the structure level and one of the most common reasons for the apathy to service 

that I heard was “the politics that go and take place inside A.A. entities, Districts or Area”. That 

made me think about Bill W.’s words when talking about the Birth of the Conference .. “but how 

on earth were we going to cut down destructive politics, with all its usual struggles for prestige 

and vainglory?”… (Service Manual page S11). The rotation of panels was devised. That also 

made me remember a suggestion that my late service sponsor Jack.G., Past Delegate Panel 42 

gave me once. He said “when you are in service you have to be mindful of how your actions 

might be perceived by the rest of the members.” I think this is something that all of us should 

think about when holding a trusted service position; and try to avoid actions that might be 

perceived as political in nature. 
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Another issue I had been asked about is if the Yellow Card was approved by the Conference. The 

Yellow Card, regarding Safety in AA, is not Conference approved material. The difference 

between Service Material and Conference Approved literature is: If there is an issue that the 

General Service Board considers necessary or urgent to the fellowship, it will issue a service 

material that would help the fellowship to deal with it. Conference approved material, on the 

other hand, goes to the process of discussion at a Conference Committee and then it’s voted in at 

the Conference floor. Unfortunately, some members have taken the Yellow Card and the Safety 

issue to a point where it’s used as a tool to reprimand and exercise acts of punishment for non-

conformity, contrary to Tradition Three “No matter who you are, no matter how low you’ve 

gone, no matter how grave your emotional complications -even your crimes- we still can’t deny 

you A.A. We don’t want to keep you out. We aren’t a bit afraid you’ll harm us, never mind how 

twisted or violent you may be”….. “nor ought A.A. membership ever depend upon money or 

conformity.” and Warranty Six ... “no penalties to be inflicted for nonconformity to A.A. 

principles.” I believe it is necessary to raise awareness of safety in our A.A. meetings and the 

Yellow Card was intended to be of information material. I believe that issues regarding safety 

can get a solution through good and strong sponsorship and perhaps that is where we might be 

failing in someway. 

 

I’d like to present a Challenge to our Area 86. It’s the $7.50 Gratitude Challenge. It will help to 

financially support our General Service Office. (see flyer). Please print it and distribute it among 

your groups. Participation is voluntary. 

 

I’d like to thank all those that today will let their name stand for a service position. I wish you 

the best. 

 

In closing, I’d like to thank all the members of this assembly and the groups in Area 86 for 

giving me the opportunity to serve our fellowship in this capacity. I’m looking forward to 

serving you in any capacity when you require me and in the meantime, I’m happy to continue 

moping the floor after the meeting at my home group Sunday Nighters for Uptighters in Barrie. 

There are not many contenders for that service anyway. 

 

Yours in Service, 

Fredy. M. 

Area 86 Western Ontario Panel 66 Delegate 

Grapevine; International Conventions/Regional Forums 

 



 

 

 


